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Fall into Better Hearing
Bring-a-friend for a chance to win
Trans Siberian Orchestra Tickets

Bring a friend or loved one in for a hearing test, takehome demo with new hearing technology, or both, and
be entered into our fall raffle to win two tickets to see
the Trans Siberian Orchestra at Key Bank Center on
Sunday, December 4th at 3:00 pm. Ring in the holiday
season with better hearing and enjoy the show on us!
Call 206-3577 to schedule appointments and earn
your entries to see the Trans Siberian Orchestra.
No purchase necessary. Offer available for new or existing patients. Must
complete appointment for comprehensive hearing test (insurance copay
may apply), no-charge take-home demo, or both by November 30, 2016
to be eligible for drawing. Winner to be announced and contacted by
December 1, 2016.

• Honoring Lion
Tom Reinagel For
Humanitarian Efforts
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What happens to the brain when we have a hearing loss?
When there is a deficit in any area of our body’s sensory systems,
it can usually be seen on a brain scan. “Cortical or cross modal
re-organization” in individuals with long term hearing loss has been
well-documented in research studies. Most of the previous research
has shown that the brains of individuals who are born deaf are
more adept at focusing their attention on visual and sensory cues
due to their missing sense of hearing. More recently, it has been
shown that this same brain re-organization occurs in adults who are
experiencing the early stages of age-related hearing loss. Studies
done at the University of Colorado at Boulder (Campbell & Sharma)
have shown that even in the relatively early stages of hearing loss in
adults, altered brain activity is occurring. In individuals with hearing
loss, the brain’s activity was recorded and shown to be significantly
decreased in the auditory cortex, where the hearing portion of the
brain is located, in comparison to normal hearing individuals (see
figure below). For individuals with mild to moderate hearing loss,
you can see that the auditory cortex does not have the resources to
process sound efficiently due to the hearing deficit. Therefore, the
brain starts to rely on visual cues such as facial and lip-reading movements which in turn deprives the
brain of its overall processing power. In short, the brain loses its ability to pay attention, focus on, and
comprehend conversations which affects our ability to hear and understand.
If the auditory cortex is not doing its fair share of sound processing work, the hearing demand on the
brain gets shifted over to other areas of the brain creating a burden for those areas that should be
busy doing what they’re responsible for (vision, attention, focus, concentration, etc.). As with any job,
when one part is doing too much of the work, accuracy in other areas will be compromised. A study
conducted by Dr. Frank Lin, M.D., Ph.D. from Johns Hopkins University determined that adults with
untreated hearing loss experience a faster decline in thinking and memory skills than those with normal
hearing.
For adults developing hearing loss, being properly fit with hearing aids will allow your brain to better
understand speech and reduce its overall listening effort. If the auditory cortex gets proper stimulation
(through proper amplification), it will not have to “outsource” the sound processing work load to other
areas of the brain, like your vision centers. Remember, the decisions you’re making right now about
your hearing will directly shape what your life looks like in the years ahead. We encourage everyone
to have a baseline hearing check at age 50, and every two years thereafter to monitor changes. Our
audiologists are here to educate and empower you to make the right decisions about your hearing
healthcare when the time is right for you.
If you know someone who is struggling with their hearing, please encourage them to schedule a baseline
hearing test. Call 206-3577 for more information.
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Honoring Tom Reinagel For His Contributions To The Dr. Ann Stadelmaier
Hearing Aid Fund
In September, Hearing Evaluation Services hosted a celebratory
dinner in honor of Lion Tom Reinagel for his commitment and
contributions to the Dr. Ann Stadelmaier Hearing Aid Fund
(AES Fund). Since the Fund’s inception in 2006, 266 individuals
with hearing loss have been given the gift of hearing through
the generous donations of 43 local District 20-N Lions Clubs.
The Kenmore Lions Club has provided the most in the District,
donating 21 hearing aids – a $63,000 value.
Tom played an integral role in developing and growing the AES
Fund, which was established in memory of fellow Lion and past
Executive Director of HES, Dr. Ann Stadelmaier, who passed
away after a long battle with cancer in 2006. This program
provides hearing assistance to those who cannot otherwise
afford these services throughout the Erie, Niagara, Chautauqua
and Cattaraugus Counties.
Dr. Stadelmaier was dedicated to helping hearing-impaired
individuals meet their hearing needs regardless of their ability
to pay. It was her final wish that a fund be established to help
those in need achieve their hearing goals. This request was
strongly embraced by current Executive Director at HES, Dr.
Anne Orsene, Lion Tom Reinagel, and many of the senior staff
at HES who were both friend and co-worker to Dr. Stadelmaier
before her passing. Tom went above and beyond to secure
additional funding and support from local Lions Clubs; without
his dedicated efforts the Fund would not be here today carrying
on Dr. Stadelmaier’s legacy and serving so many Western New
Yorkers in need.
HES isn’t the first group to recognize Tom’s extensive
humanitarian contributions. Over the years, he has been awarded
four International President’s Certificates of Appreciation, the
International President’s Award and the Lions Blind & Charity
Fund: “Knights of the Blind” Award – among many others.
Tom’s dedication to service and giving back to his community is
something that HES can relate to, and we’ve been proud to work
with him towards promoting a healthier community and providing
hearing healthcare to those less fortunate.
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